
Greetings from the north eastern corner of the Northern Territory, 

Since you last heard from us we have travelled another 3,000 kms and are now living in Yirrkala. 

We have been here about six weeks and are starting to feel at home. Jason has spent time observing other pilots, 

then being mentored by another MAF pilot and is now flying passengers around the area on most days. We are 

now entering the time of year known as the ‘build up’ when the temperature and humidity increases before the 

wet season. The temperature gets up to 34 degrees on most days with the humidity in the high 90s each morning. 

Jason is enjoying the coolness of flying at 5,000 feet, while Kim and Sam make use of the air con for naps, house 

work and as our sanity requires it. 

Yirrkala is an aboriginal community located 17 kms south of Nhulunbuy, a mining town. It has beautiful beaches 

with aqua coloured water, frangipani trees and … crocodiles. There is a church here 

which we’ve been attend- ing on Sunday mornings. 

It’s not like home, but it is a good chance to meet 

other people who live here. We are living in a 

row of MAF families, which is nice for Kim and 

Sam to have company during the day. Sam loves 

playing with other kids, especially if there is water 

involved.  

As part of getting familiar with our new home we are getting to know many of 

the other MAF staff. From a quick count in the MAF directory, there are more 

than 60 staff in Arnhem Land which includes pilots, engineers, office staff and 

wives. I didn’t count the kids … These staff are spread throughout Arnhem 

Land in five remote communities as well as those living in Yirrkala and Nhu-

lunbuy. We do feel like we’ve joined an extended family, especially as many of 

its members are old friends from our time at Bible College. It has been nice to 

be invited over for meals, for Kim to share in a Women’s prayer retreat and 

attend a MAF Prayer Day since we’ve arrived. As part of our orientation we 

were able to go and spend three days seeing what life is like for a MAF family 

who lives on Elcho Island, one of the more remote homeland communities. 

While Jason flew, Kim and Sam were able to visit the supermarket, the barge 

site, the art centre and more crocodile infested gorgeous beaches. It was also a 

privilege to spend time with another MAF family learning from their wisdom. 
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Prayer Points: 

1. Pray that we are able to find our 

place that God wants us to be in-

volved in here.  

2.  Pray that we learn the culture 

and language quickly so we can 

relate well to the people here. 

3. Safety in Jason’s flying and func-

tionality of the planes. 

Sam enjoying breakfast while camping  Our house in Yirrkala 

Sam’s 1st birthday 

“And my God will meet all your 
needs according to his glorious 

riches in Christ Jesus.” 

Philippians 4:19 

Contact us: 
P.O Box 821,  
Nhulunbuy, NT, 0881. 

Mobile phones: 
Jason 0431 111 002             
Kim 0435 488 348 

Skype name: job.family1 
Email: job.family@yahoo.com   
Website:  
http://thejobfamily.wordpress.co
m 

MAF Contact information: 
GPO Box 3311, Sydney,  NSW 2001 
MAF@maf.org.au     
www.maf.org.au 
Freecall 1 800 650 169 

mailto:jasonjob74@yahoo.com
mailto:jasonjob74@yahoo.com
mailto:MAF@maf.org.au
http://www.maf.org.au


Some background information about Arnhem Land 

Back in the 1970s the government began to organise aborigi-

nal people into “homelands”, with a larger “homeland com-

munity” as the main centre for health, education and social 

services. Yirrkala is the homeland community for the people 

living in 19 Laynhapuy Home-

lands (pronounced Laynapoy) 

and so people come and go 

throughout this area visiting 

family, grocery shopping 

(particular in the wet season) 

and other celebrations. 

MAF pilots in Arnhem Land predominantly fly people be-

tween these communities. Jason is currently flying with 

Laynhapuy Aviation, a company that is staffed by MAF pilots 

who serve others by providing a transportation service in a 

very remote part of our world;  the Laynhapuy homelands 

are spread across an area of 10,000km2, including one off 

shore island.  

And now a word from our sponsor  

(well okay it’s just me, Jason): 

A typical day for me starts about 7.15am (or 5:30 when 

Sam wakes up) when a minibus comes to pick up all the 

pilots and engineers. From then on, no day is the same! I 

fly … people to and from various homelands; bodies for 

funerals or to the morgue; teachers, nurses and social 

workers; sick people needing to visit a clinic; children go-

ing to school; food and other supplies that need to be 

delivered to communities where the only shop sells a kilo 

of Weetbix for $12… and that’s just the beginning. I often 

return home between 6:30 and 7pm hungry, sweaty and 

tired… but thankfully excited to do it all over again the 

next day.  The ‘build-up’ makes flying more bumpy with 

terrible visibility due to the burning off of the land.  I’m 

looking forward to the wet season where the visibility 

clears up considera-

bly, but then most of 

the flying is done un-

der low clouds (often 

not more than 500ft) 

and dodging storms. 

We are slowly learning 

some language which allows us to communicate with the 

locals. As with every people group around the world, this 

one is not without its unique problems.  We were a little 

overwhelmed by these when we first arrived but dis-

cussed these issues with other MAF staff. I think the key 

for us is to be faithful in doing what God has called us to 

do and trust that He will use us to reach out to these 

people. We are thankful for those of you who pray for us, 

as we know that it is only through God’s power that lives 

are transformed to be like Christ. 

A ceremony taking a coffin off the plane on Elcho Island 

The first flight  into  

Birany Birany in about 2 years   

made for some very happy campers! 

We’d love for you to visit our blog page on the internet:  

Https://thejobfamily.wordpress.com 

If you click on the “Follow” button that pops up on the lower right 

side of the window you can sign up to receive notifications of new 

posts via email.  If you can’t see this button, look for the 

“subscription” section on the right hand side. 

Sam and Mum on their first Airvan ride 


