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reetings from Arnhem Land! 

NEWS FROM THE JOB FAMILY IN ARNHEM LAND

G It’s November in Arnhem Land, the cool winds are 
becoming more and more rare as the heat and humidity 
increase. The ‘build up’ is beginning, making life sweaty, 
smelly and unpleasant for many hours of the day.  

Jason was excited to see ‘Big Arnie’ (a thunderstorm 
that forms most days just east of Lake Evella in the build 
up/wet season - named after Arnhem Bay, not the 
Terminator) back and in full force the other day while 
flying.  

As we  stop to reflect upon the last few months here, 
people coming and people going seems to be the 
overwhelming theme to this season of our lives. The Purdey 
family left for a short time to welcome the fifth member of 
their family. The VandeVelde family arrived from Yirrkala 
for a month. The Pett family left for a new role in Cairns, 
after eight years here on the island. Barry Small, a relief 
pilot came and went. The VandeVelde family returned 
home. The Purdey family returned, with their newborn son 
Josiah. Two other MAF families visited us for the weekend 
too during this time. 

Through all of these comings and goings, Jason has 
continued to fly and manage the base, often as the only 
MAF pilot here.  For Kim and Sam, this time has brought  
lots of different friends to spend time with, lots of 
hospitality and trying to help wherever we can. Jason has 
also spent some time training Kim to work in the MAF 
office, booking flights and processing payments. 

From top: Ladies worshipping through dance during a church service.  
•  The farewell for the Pett family at the airport.  •  School students at 
Mirrangatja, where MAF flies the teacher to their community each 
week.
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Gawa is a small community at the northern 

end of Elcho island. Late in 2013, the airstrip to 
this community was opened to enable the people 
living there to travel by air, rather than bumping 
and bouncing for an hour or more down very 
corrugated roads to Galiwin’ku, where we live.  
The flight to Gawa takes just fifteen minutes. 
Jason has got to know many of the people from 
Gawa as he often flies them around Arnhem Land 
to meetings, for holidays and to bring visitors up 
to see them. 

Recently, we were able to drive up to Gawa 
for a weekend break and to get to know the people 
of Gawa a little more. In this small community, 
there are just four houses of indigenous people, a 
Christian school and four houses of school staff. 
Their power is solar, wind or generator based. All 
of their mail, shopping and fuel needs to be 
collected from Galiwin’ku and then transported to 
Gawa. The school has about 40 students in 
attendance on most days, who are taught in two 
classrooms. One teacher we met teaches students 
in Year 4 through to Year 10 in one room.  

The school has a great website if you would 
like to see more. Click here for details or go to 
http://www.gcs.nt.edu.au

Most airstrips up here are maintained 
surprisingly well considering the remoteness of 
the communities. But when homelands are 
abandoned, it doesn’t take long for their 
associated airstrips to become overrun with ant 
hills, shrubs/trees, and washouts.  

In recent months, the people of Muthamul 
have been working hard to have their airstrip 
reopened for use (see the picture above), after 
about seven years of neglect. After a check by the 
MAF chief pilot, they came up with a 
comprehensive list of things still to be done in 
order for the airstrip to be reopened.  Jason was 
the first pilot to land on this strip in many years 
(to check if the work had indeed been done as 
they said it had). The work the community had 
done had paid off with the strip officially 
reopened, allowing people to gather there to for 
a funeral to farewell a lady in her clan’s 
homeland.   

It also turns out that Pastor Timothy who 
bought our car off us in Galiwin’ku, is now living 
in Muthamul. Getting the car there involved a 
barge across to the mainland, then a long drive 
along a dirt track around Arnhem Bay.  They said 
it went very well for which we were pleased. 

Flying newsG awa

Above left : Fellowship on Sunday at Gawa.  Right: Happy to be home at Muthamul.

http://www.gcs.nt.edu.au/index.cfm?fuseaction=page&p=38
http://www.gcs.nt.edu.au
http://www.gcs.nt.edu.au/index.cfm?fuseaction=page&p=38
http://www.gcs.nt.edu.au
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Jason, Kim and Samuel Job"
P.O Box 821, Nhulunbuy, NT, 0881"
Ph: 08 8970 5097 • Mobile: 0431 111 002"
Skype name: job.family1 • Email: job.family@yahoo.com "
Website: www.thejobfamily.wordpress.com
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Please join with us in prayer for... 
• Stephanie, an indigenous lady who we would like to 

train up to work in the MAF office here. If this venture 
is successful, Stephanie will be the only indigenous 
staff member working for MAF Arnhem Land at this 
time. 

• The shortage of MAF pilots and engineers in Arnhem 
Land, but also world wide. 

• Safe flying despite heat, humidity and thunderstorms 
• Jason as he now has the role of Base Manager, which 

means more admin and responsibilities, as well as 
flying.  

• Praise God for several opportunities Kim has had 
recently to get to know more local people, some of 
whom are extended family.

amily Fun

Australian Missionary Tidings

MAF Contact information: "
GPO Box 3311, "
Sydney, NSW 2001  "
MAF@maf.org.au "
www.maf.org.au "
Freecall 1 800 650 169  "

ontact us:

Highlights from the past few months include Sam’s 4th birthday, which we celebrated with a fun 
Octonauts theme party and cake. Around that time, Sam also managed to catch his first fish, a shovel nosed 
shark, pictured above. Jason has been busy taking many of our guests fishing and picking mangoes in his 
time off. We have been enjoying exploring the island a little more in the cooler weather, with many a sunset 
barbecue on the beach. An ice cream maker has been a recent addition to our family! Oh what a treat! 

Adele Purdey 
with baby Josiah 
during his 
indigenous 
welcome home 
ceremony. 

Landing at 
Gawa 

http://www.thejobfamily.wordpress.com
http://www.thejobfamily.wordpress.com

