
Hello from Numbulwar, NT… 

Our new home is a six hour drive east of 

Katherine (when the road is open) or more 

than an hour flight south from Nhulun-

buy. It sits on the Gulf of Carpentaria and 

is home to approximately seven hundred 

people. Numbulwar was established as an 

Anglican mission station in the early days 

and so the people who live here are from a number of 

different family groups from the surrounding areas. 

Our house is right in 

the central business dis-

trict of town. We can 

walk to the  clinic, 

church, council offices, 

school, store, police sta-

tion and MAF office in a few short minutes. We are 

enjoying our new life here. There are lots of people to 

get to know and many new ways of doing life to learn. 

The church has an indigenous pastor and meets for 

fellowship most nights of the week. There are quite a 

few non indigenous people around town working in 

the council, police force, shops, clinic and school. 

Ruth Brigden is another missionary who lives here. 

She works with CMS and is an enormous encourager 

to the local church here. Rachel Goodfellow, is the 

other MAF pilot 

based here with us. 

She is a Kiwi and 

has been here for 

almost a year now. 
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Prayer Points                                                                         

Praise God! He meets our every need and blesses us in ways that 

we never expect. 

Pray that we would be diligent students as we seek to learn 

names, cultures and languages. 

Praise God for the believers here in Numbulwar. Pray that they 

may be unified, bold and wise in their faith. 

Our last three months 

Moved to Numbulwar, several 
plane loads transferred all our 

stuff 
James Mitchell helps us settle 

in and then heads back to work 
in Nhulunbuy. 

Jason is solo pilot for awhile. 
Rachel Goodfellow, returns 

from leave in 
New Zealand. 

We all head to Nhulunbuy for a 
MAF weekend. 

John and Linda Watson, a couple 
who do pastoral care for mis-

sionaries come to visit. 
Easter! 

Jason caught his first fish! 
Samuel eats paint for the first 

time! 
Kim begins helping out 

with the playgroup. 
Hannah heads home. 

Jason and Rachel head to 
Nhulunbuy for pilot 

meetings. 
We all head to         

Nhulunbuy for the annual MAF conference. 



A day in the life of Samuel… My day is a lot like Mum‟s! 

I am talking more now: and I often practice my animal 

sounds, the lion and the gorilla are my favourites. Mum 

and I go to playgroup often. I can ride their bikes, ride on 

the rocking horse, read books and play with the taps.  

I am getting used to life in Numbulwar now. I don‟t wake 

up or scream when someone rings the church bell any-

more and I don‟t fuss so much when another mum wipes my snotty nose on her skirt. I 

love walking around town and seeing the dogs, cars, planes and 

people. I like it when people call my name and talk to me. I usually 

tell them that Dada is in the plane, but not everyone understands 

my words and plane gestures. Mummy has to explain it to them.  

I like to eat lots and love lasagne and homemade ice-cream. I love 

spending time with Dad. He plays in the sand pit with me, teaches 

me all the different parts of an aeroplane and takes me fishing.  

Working in Numbulwar for Jason means... 

● Trying to explain to customers, that just because the plane is a 7 seater it doesn‟t mean you 
can arrive with 7 beefy guys and expect to go flying. The phrase “depending on weight” doesn‟t 
seem to carry much umm… weight..  
● New records: 29 passengers (pax) in one day, 10 pax on one flight, heaviest passenger 165kgs, 
hours flown in a day: 7.3. 
● Although the Airvan is a 7 seater, MAF have special approval to actually carry 12 passengers.  
(Although the extra 5 pax must be either children or infants).  

● I have started affectionately referring to the Airvan as the „Econovan‟, it‟s slow, but it can carry heaps.  You can carry over 
500kgs of payload flying to Groote Eylandt in the dry season, 53nm (98kms). 
● If you see a Dugong being cut up on the beach, you can guarantee that you will be carrying some of it on one or more flights 
over the next few days.   
● Explaining that the second booked charter can‟t happen because everyone arrived an hour and half late for 
the first flight, so now there‟s not enough daylight to do the second flight.  
● Turning back to base to refuel is a really good idea … when  you  missed the bit on the weather report that 
requires you to carry extra fuel … even if you think the wet season is over.  
● Taking the Engineer fishing on my day off while he waits for his plane to return him to Gove means good 
luck for me.  I got my first fish in Numbulwar that way.  
● Offering a pilot from another company a bed to sleep in at our place if he can‟t get home because of  bad 
weather, as you know there isn‟t any other place for them to stay…. Except in their plane. He took us up on 
our offer.  

Contact us: 
P.O Box 821,  
Nhulunbuy, NT, 0881. 

Mobile phones: 
Jason 0431 111 002             
Kim 0435 488 348 

Skype name: job.family1 
Email: job.family@yahoo.com   
Website:  
www.thejobfamily.wordpress.com 

MAF Contact information: 
GPO Box 3311, Sydney,  NSW 2001 
MAF@maf.org.au     
www.maf.org.au 
Freecall 1 800 650 169 

A day in the life of Kim…   A day begins with a beautiful view here in Numbulwar, as we 

can watch the sunrise over the Gulf from our windows. Then the craziness begins… Make Ja-

son‟s lunch, eat breakfast, wash dishes, make beds, hang washing on the line, turn the bread 

maker on, defrost food for lunch and tea, quick tidy up of the house, dress Sam and we‟re out 

the door to playgroup about 8.30.  

Playgroup is held in the school grounds across the road from our house and runs four days each 

week.  We usually go a few days each week as it gives us a chance 

to get to know people here in Numbulwar. After playgroup the constancy of our day ends, some-

times we might go to the shop, or to the office to visit Jason or Rachel, sometimes a clinic visit is 

needed, we might go to the airport to welcome guests or fellow pilots or we just head home.  

I find myself doing lots of watching, listening and reflecting as we live here. But I am enjoying get-

ting to know other ladies in the town and appreciate their friendliness and willingness to include 

me.  It is then time for lunch and naps. Yes for both Kim and Sam. Our afternoons are often spent 

around home, Sam playing, Kim planning meals, writing shopping lists, having afternoon tea with 

people who call in, baking, cleaning, etc. On an office day for Jason, he will come home about four 

and can spend some time with us, or take Sam fishing so I can have some time off. Sam‟s bathtime,  

dinner, eat, Sam‟s off to bed and time for Jason and Kim to relax and hang out, to the sounds of 

the church next door enjoying their evening service. 
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