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erry Christmas from Timor-Leste

NEWS FROM THE JOB FAMILY

We have been in Dili, our new home, for two months now 
and life is starting to feel normal. Dili is a busy city, situated 
between the mountains and the sea. Our home is in an area not 
far from the airport, called Pentai Kelapa (meaning Coconut 
Beach in Indonesian).  

Sam is loving the Timorese friends he has next door and 
from the neighbourhood around our home. He is becoming 
more confident with new people, after an initial bout of shyness 
when we first arrived. He has been a part of the church 
Christmas musical, discovered snorkelling and even visited his 
new school in recent weeks. 

Jason was up in the air very soon after our arrival here and 
loves seeing huts and villages perched on the top of mountain 
ridges. The landscape is very different from Arnhem Land which 
he now thinks is akin to flying over carpet. Jason has been 
working hard at his Tetun and is constantly increasing his pile of 
vocabulary cards, but has to make sure he puts aside the 
language learning a good while before going to bed, otherwise 
he dreams about it all night. 

Kim has been spending time with the ladies from the 
International church and figuring out life in this new town and 
country. She has also taken on some communications tasks for 
MAF Timor-Leste which she enjoys, when the computer and 
internet cooperate. 

From top: Sam and his friend Meta • Jason with a Timorese family, enroute to 
Viqueque by road •  Kim with other ladies from the International church in Dili 
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After another two years away, it is past time for 
our home assignment trip. We will be heading to 
Victoria and NSW in Jan/Feb for six weeks of 
catching up with supporting churches, friends 
and family. We arrive in Melbourne on the 13th of 
January and will be in the area for three weeks. 
Then we will spend time in Shepparton, Albury 
and Sydney before heading back to Timor-Leste 
at the end of February. Here’s some dates where 
you might catch up with us…. 

Sunday Services 

17th and 31st Jan - Canterbury Gardens 
Community Church 

Evening 31st Jan - Ballarat Gospel Chapel 

7th Feb - Shepparton Church of Christ 

14th February - Albury Presbyterian Church 

21st February - Forster Christian Life Centre 

Other catch up times: 

27th January (Evening) - Mulgrave Reserve Gospel 
Chapel 

28th January (Evening) - Essendon Baptist Small 
Group 

If you would like to catch up while we are in Vic / 
NSW please send us an email and we can arrange 
a time.  

Do you have a small group that would be 
interested in hearing about us and MAF? Would 
you consider hosting a get together of friends?

Flying newsH

At the top: Our home in Dili. • Loading a passenger to be medically 
evacuated to Dili, from Suai. • Our local market, with the man who 
sells motorbike fuel by the bottle • Right: Inspection run over Viqueque.

Southeading 

Flying in Timor holds new challenges for me, 
including handling medevacs and navigating 
around the mountainous terrain particularly 
when the afternoon storms set in. The country 
here is so beautiful from the air, especially now 
that the rains have started and the mountain 
sides have greened up and waterfalls are flowing 
again.  

I had the privilege to inspect a new airstrip at 
Viqueque and the subsequent first landing.  
About a week later, Jonathan and I flew in for the 
formalities of the official opening of the airstrip.  
I was excited at the prospect of being able to 
medevac patients out of this airstrip as I had 
experienced the alternate means of transport 
first hand for the initial inspection… a 5 hour 
road trip from Dili starting with a torturous first 
hour and a half over rocky dirt road.  

December looks to be a busy month for me in 
regards to medevacs, so far the count is 9 and it’s 
not even half way through the month! 
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Prayer &

Praise

Please use email or Skype to contact us in Timor-Leste.!
Skype name: job.family1 • Email: job.family@yahoo.com "
Website: www.thejobfamily.wordpress.com

C
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Please join with us in prayer for... 
• Thanking God for smooth transitions, and a productive and restful 

time in Darwin, on our way to Timor-Leste.  
• All the passengers and their families, that MAF flies often in 

medical evacuations. Pray that medical staff would be accurate in 
their diagnosis and that patients would recover quickly. 

• Our time in Victoria and New South Wales in early 2016. Pray that 
more people would join us in prayer and financial support. Pray that 
we would be able to balance work and rest during this time.  

• Our belongings that are being freighted to Timor-Leste from 
Arnhem Land. Please pray that they would arrive safely and clear 
customs easily and without too much cost.

an you help?

Australian Missionary Tidings

MAF Contact information: "
GPO Box 3311, "
Sydney, NSW 2001  "
MAF@maf.org.au "
www.maf.org.au "
Freecall 1 800 650 169  "

ontact us:

Accommodation 
We are in need of a place to stay during our time in Melbourne, preferably in the Croydon area. Do you know 
someone who needs a house sitter from the 13th - 31st of January?  
Church Advocates 
In each church we are connected to, we would like to have two advocates to represent us to the church family 
when we are away, especially in churches that do not have a missions committee. This might include being 
our contact person for urgent prayer needs(you could then put it on a prayer chain or ask others to pray for 
us), or to help arrange details for when we visit. Could you help us with this? 
Admin Help 
In recent years, we have been posting out about 30 printed copies of our newsletter every three months, 
generally to people who don’t have email access. We are unable to do this from Dili, due to the unreliable 
postal system and were wondering if someone could do this for us? We are happy to reimburse you for 
stamps, envelopes, printer ink, or photocopy costs. 

Above: Common sites in Timor-Leste • Men selling goods along the road, local stores • Rural houses.

http://www.thejobfamily.wordpress.com
http://www.thejobfamily.wordpress.com

