
But Galiwin’ku is a much bigger 

community than what we have 

lived in before, with more than 

2,000 people living here. That 

means there are lots more people 

to get to know.   

In just our first week here we 

have managed to unpack, visit 

Kids club, church and the Friday 

afternoon market. We have visited 

the store, some beaches and 

looked around a little.  

Jason has begun working and is 

enjoying the challenges of wet sea-

son flying again.  He is flying into 

some new airstrips and trying out 

his new Djambarrpuynu phrases 

on his passengers.  

Christmas is nearly here and we 

hope to celebrate this year with 

our fellow MAF staff here on El-

cho Island. With all the moving in 

recent months, we haven’t got to 

writing Christmas cards this year. 

Sorry. But we do wish you a very 

merry Christmas from our fam-

ily. We hope this season can be 

one of peace and joy for you all. 

Greetings from Galiwin’ku,  

Elcho Island! 

Are you surprised?  

When we left Numbulwar and 

during our time down south we 

thought Gapuwiyak would be our 

new home for 2014. However, 

towards the end of our time away, 

MAF leadership approached us 

with the idea of a change of loca-

tion for the future, and as we 

thought and prayed about the sit-

uation, we had peace.  
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So here we are in Galiwin’ku, a 

community located on Elcho Is-

land, which is 142 kilometres or 

45 minutes flying in our Airvan, 

west of Nhulunbuy.  

MAF has had a base here for for-

ty years and currently has three 

pilots and their families living 

here. The Pett family (David, Jen-

ny, Graham and  Jonathan) are 

from the UK and have been here 

for six years. The Purdey family 

(Ian, Adele, Jimmy and Ned) 

trained with us when Jason was 

learning to fly and have just relo-

cated here this week as well.  

Our new home, has many similar-

ities to Numbulwar. Our house is 

just across the road from the 

church and very close to both the 

clinic and the main store. There is 

a playgroup that runs each morn-

ing and we are surrounded by the 

sea.  
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2014 MAF Calendar out now 

MAF will not be automatically send-

ing out calendars this year.  If you 

would like one, call MAF Australia on 

1800 650 169 and they will send one 

out to you free of charge.   

Language and culture classes that Kim 

attended. 

We loved our time down south in Oc-

tober and November. For Sam, our 

trip was full of new experiences. He 

played in snow for the first time in 

Tasmania, rode on a merry go round 

in Geelong and went to see “Planes” 

his first visit to a movie cinema. We 

were sorry not see all of you who sup-

port and pray for us, unfortunately 

our time was limited. It was time of 

great encouragement for us. God has 

blessed us with so many people join-

ing us on this journey. Thank you for 

your partnership with us, whether 

it is in prayer, financial support, 

correspondence  or encourage-

ment, we are so thankful for you. If 

you would like to partner with us in 

some way, please drop us an email 

and we can give you any information 

that you might need.  
The Chief Pilot inspecting the HF an-

tenna hanging precariously near the 

elevator. This was how I found it when 

we finished my check flight.  It was an 

eventful couple of weeks.  Check out 

the full story on our blog page:  

thejobfamily.wordpress.com 

During our time in town, before our 

move, Jason was working. He was 

based in Nhulunbuy for most of this 

time, but spent several days as the pi-

lot at Millingimbi, another island MAF 

base, while the current staff had a 

much needed few days break. Kim 

was able to attend two weeks of a lan-

guage and cultural orientation course 

that was being run for new MAF staff 

to Arnhem Land. The language and 

culture of our new home is signifi-

cantly different to Numbulwar, so it 

was nice to have this time of prepara-

tion before the move. Jason made the 

most of Kim’s learning, word lists and 

study notes most evenings to try and 

familiarise himself with some com-

mon words and phrases. Even in the 

short time we have been here, we have 

been able to recognise words and 

phrases in conversations around us, in 

the messages over the loud speaker 

and in during church services. 

Our new family member, aptly named 

“Dora (the Explorer).”  She was given 

to us by the family who lived in this 

house last. Maybe she’s the Landlord.  

Please join with us in prayer for… 

Our MAF team here on Elcho Island. Pray that we will serve, worship and work together to glorify God in this place. 

Unity within the local church here, so that the witness of believers would shine brightly throughout this Christmas period. 

Outreaches into many of the more remote Homeland Communities are happening this Christmas season with MAF staff and local 

believers working together. Pray that seeds of God’s truth will be planted and nourished during these visits. 

Please praise God with us for… 

All of those who partner with us, allowing us to serve God in this place. Praise God that this team of financial supporters, pray-ers 

and those that receive our newsletters has expanded.   

A new doctor in Melbourne who has been able to identify some of the reasons for Kim’s ongoing ill health. 

Safety for Jason and other pilots in recent weeks of bad weather and some mechanical problems with the planes. 

Enjoying the snow in Miena, Tassie. 
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